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Sermon Notes - January 3, 2021
“A Fresh Start”
Romans 3:21-31 (NLT)
21 But now God has shown us a way to be made right with
him without keeping the requirements of the law, as was
promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long
ago. 22 We are made right with God by placing our faith in
Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no
matter who we are. 23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall
short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in his grace,
freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ
Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For
God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made
right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life,
shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being
fair when he held back and did not punish those who sinned
in times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and including them
in what he would do in this present time. God did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just,
and he makes sinners right in his sight when they believe in
Jesus. 27 Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be
accepted by God? No, because our acquittal is not based on
obeying the law. It is based on faith. 28 So we are made right
with God through faith and not by obeying the law. 29 After
all, is God the God of the Jews only? Isn’t he also the God
of the Gentiles? Of course he is. 30 There is only one God,
and he makes people right with himself only by faith, whether
they are Jews or Gentiles. 31 Well then, if we emphasize faith,
does this mean that we can forget about the law? Of course
not! In fact, only when we have faith do we truly fulfill the
law.

Life Application:
1) In what area of your life do you desire a fresh start?
2) What are some things that you need to leave behind – old
habits, ways of thinking, preferences or relationships – to
experience something new?
3) In what areas of your life do you sense that God is doing a
new thing?
Prayer:
Gracious God, please give me the strength and courage to
surrender my whole life to you. Help me to set my heart and
focus my desires on the things that are from you. I thank you
because in Jesus I am set free. You are my source of hope.
You are faithful to fulfil every promise. I choose to fix my
eyes on your promises instead of my circumstances. Fill me
with confident expectation in your word and my future.
In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

